
A GUIDE TO FINANCIAL AID 
SELF-SERVICE



Solar Self-Service

A NEW LOOK FOR A NEW ERA: SOLAR REIMAGINED

The first phase focuses on giving the SOLAR system a 
modern and user-friendly update. You'll notice a 
refreshed look and feel with improved navigation, 
making it easier to find what you need. Think of it as a 
significant cosmetic update—the underlying functions 
haven't changed, but the new interface is cleaner, more 
intuitive, and easier to use.

https://it.stonybrook.edu/services/solar



How to Navigate to Financial Aid Self-Service

SOLAR Homepage Step 1: Financial Aid



Navigation Panel

• Ability to change Aid Years
• Defaults to last Aid Year from last login
• Check your Aid Year

• Awards
• Summary – Overview of your financial aid awards
• Accept/Decline – Accepting/Declining aid awards
• Outside Aid – Report External Scholarships/Awards
• College Financing Plan – printable award letter

• Financial Aid Summary
• Need Summary – Aid Eligibility based on cost, family contribution, and estimated need
• Cost Of Attendance – Breakdown of your cost of Attendance
• Student Aid Index – View your FAFSA Student Aid Index information

Note: Icon Indictor for pending aid offered

Academic Year
2025-2026: Summer 2025, Fall 2025, Spring 2026
2026-2027: Summer 2026, Fall 2026, Spring 2027



Awards – Summary (Fall/Spring with Summer)

• Fall/Spring and Summer Terms are separate tabs
• Fall/Spring & Summer Tabs will only be displayed if Summer Aid is present on student’s 

account

• Clicking on specific awards will show award details



Awards – Summary (Fall/Spring Only)

• Fall/Spring and Summer Terms are separate tabs
• Fall/Spring & Summer Tabs will only be displayed if Summer Aid is present on student’s account

• Clicking on specific awards will show award details

• Notice that without Summer Aid no tabs are shown



Awards – Award Details

• Selecting and Clicking on a specific award will bring up Award Details.



Awards – Award Details

Award Details

Amounts:
Gives breakdown of specific award by term. Includes 
information such as Disbursement Dates, Award 
Amounts, Fees if applicable

General:
Will outline the terms and conditions of your award.



Awards – Accept/Decline

To Accept/Decline aid:

Step 1:
Click on “Edit”



Awards – Accept/Decline or Reduce Aid

Step 2:
• Select the Action for each Award Decision

• Accepting will accept full amount offered
• To accept lower amount of your loan, click on “Reduce” and the Accepted amount will be able to be changed

Step 3:
• Click on “Submit” to confirm your award decisions



Awards – Disbursements

• Disbursement Information of your awards by term



Awards – College Financing Plan

Selecting College Financing Plan provides 
students with the following information:

• Estimated Cost of Attendance
• Grant and Scholarship Awards
• Net Costs
• Work-Study Award
• Loan Awards
• Glossary of Terms
• SBU’s Borrowers Loan Repayment Rates 

compared to National Average
• Loan Repayment Information



Awards – College Financing Plan



Financial Aid Summary – Need Summary

Academic – Fall/Spring Aid Year
Non Standard – Summer Term

Cost of Attendance Student Aid Index
(SAI) Estimated Need



Financial Aid Summary – Cost of Attendance

How your Cost of Attendance is broken down:
• Tuition
• Fees
• Housing Costs
• Meals
• Books & Supplies
• Personal Expenses
• Transportation

Can be broken down by Term as well
• Summary – Full Year (Fall/Spring)
• Fall
• Spring



Financial Aid Summary – Student Aid Index

• Displays aid year 
Student Aid Index 
(SAI)



How to Navigate to NYS Aid Eligibility

SOLAR Homepage Step 1: NYS Aid



NYS Aid Eligibility Pages

TAP Certification Summary Excelsior Certification Summary

Certification 
Requirements



How to Navigate to your “To Do Items”

SOLAR Homepage Step 1: My Tasks

• Each task is a selectable 
icon to view your Holds, 
To Do Items, Messages



My Task - To Do List

• Allows students to view any documents 
or actions needed to be taken or 
submitted to the Financial Aid Office.

• Each Item is a selectable link to give you 
more details on what is required

Status of Items
Not Received – Requires action
Received – Submitted and ready for review
Active – Being reviewed
Resubmit – Incomplete, follow up and submit information
Notified – Information of issue or outcome
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